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environment of their country, felt in some of the
practices of the Synagogue an incompatibility with
their now life. As a result, they abolished or
altered them* Though the changes were unim-
portant, they introduced a principle which later led
to more important developments. The right to
change was established. At first it was applied to
minor details in Synagugal practices, but it came
to affect the whole attitude to religious observances
and principles.

The first new prayer-books produced by this
movement omitted the prayers for the coming of
the Messiah and the return of the Jews to Palestine,
on the ground that the Jews had their permanent
homes in their present homelands, which gave them
the status of citizenship. That was the first im-
portant dogmatic change- The belief in the Messiah
had become a cardinal belief of Orthodox Judaism;
it is one of the thirteen articles of the creed drawn
up by Maimonides, the famous Jewish philosopher
of the twelfth century. It was the first "dogma"
that liberal Judaism abolished* Later it developed
a new attitude to the Talmud, which denied the
authority ascribed to it by Orthodox Judaism* In
perhaps its latent development, Liberal Judaism do*
parted also from the Orthodox view of the Bible*